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Mr. Leslie Gelb

THE NEW YORK TIMES

1000 Connecticut Avenue, N.W
Washington, D.C. 20036 =

Dear Les:

The fact is that CIA
classi said nothing at a1l )
you sre cd.earings or meetings until he redeferses, 'LrCMENkO 1n other than
getting at. Enlighten me, €d. I don't understand what

Sincerely,
!

o s

George V. Lauder

STAT
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But ‘‘when Henry became Secre-
tary of State, I recommended that he
deal with the press as a whole, not in-
dividually,”” he added. ‘“‘He didn’t
agree and went on seeing people indi-
vidually.”

Officials in the Nixon White House
did not take such a detached view of
Mr. Kissinger’s “individual” con-
tacts with reporters, much of which
they contended was directed against
them.

The current batch of disclosures
causing so much consternation in the
Reagan Administration concerns two
things: the reputed passinF of sensi-
tive communications intelligence by
an American to the Soviet Union, and
the interception of messages between
Libya and its diplomatic posts over-
seas prior to and just after the terror-
ist bombing of a West Berlin discoth-
éque.

Larry Speakes, the White House
spokesman, was asked today why
news articles about the secrets re-
portedly already given to Moscow
were more damaging to national se-
curity than Mr. Reagan’s own public
statement about the United States in-
tercepting the Libyan messages.

Mr. Speakes responded: ‘‘The
scope and the impact of it is entirely
different. Also, the fact that it was a
carefully considered decision here to
release the Libyan information, what
of it we did, and it was a judgmental
call that we made to declassify that
information.”’

But, a reporter persisted, was not
the C.I.A. concerned about the deci-
sion to release the Libyan informa-
tion?

““Well, I think those type of discus-
sions were held,” Mr. Speakes re-
sponded. “But the final determina-
tion was that it was in the national in-
terest to provide the information to
the public.”
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